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| thought Andy was joking, but he
was not. He was very serious. He
explained: “When the slaves were
emancipated following the famous
proclamation, what happened to
them?” | answered that most of
them went up north. “This is true,”
he said, and added: “But what did
the millions of freed slaves ended
up doing?”

WHY WAS SLAVERY
NOT ABOLISHED QUTRIGHT?

| still had no glimpse of where he was heading with his argument when he
said: “When the slaves were freed, the state had no rehabilitation programs
for them, no training, no education, nothing. Millions of slaves whose skills
were mostly in farming and servitude relocated to areas where they had to
carve a living for themselves and their families without any proper transition.
The only way out from the situation the freed-slaves found themselves in
was to work in low-skill and low-paying jobs; mostly in factories in the
north, such as in Gary, Indiana. The slaves were freed from slavery to
masters, but were in reality enslaved by a capitalistic society that strongly
discriminated against blacks and never gave them any chance to get out
of the hole they found themselves in following their emancipation. There
was no federal, state, or county programs that financed or organized
training, education or rehabilitation for former slaves to introduce them to
the new jobs; jobs for which former slaves had no training.”

Read the rest of this article in I-MAG's Summer/Fall 2006 Issue which has
a special coverage about Rama'daan.

Download your free copy of I-MAG form:
WwWw.i-mag.org

Contact us:
info@i-mag.org




Slavery in Islaam:
Why Was Slavery Not Abolished Outright?

By Ibrahim Babelli
ibabelli@i-mag.org

On January 1st, 1863, Abraham
Lincoln issued the Emancipation
Proclamation that mandated
freeing all slaves in the Confederate
States of America. By summer
1865, about four million slaves
were freed, and in December
1865 the constitution of the
United States was amended for
the thirteenth time to permanently

effect the emancipation. Muslim Anger Grows at

President Lincoln, also known as POW SPEECh

the Great Emancipator, is famous
and admired around the world for
his role in ending slavery in the
United States.
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|, being a staunch admirer of Abe
Lincoln, became speechless with

surprise when a limo driver in New M}" First Rama'daan

York told me that the Emancipation in a Muslim Country
Proclamation was not as positive as i

it appears, and that it actually was
a major setback for the freedom of
black man in the United States.

Why Was Slavery
Not Abolished
Outright?

There are recollections in one’s
memory that are carved in
stone;  simply  unforgettable.
My conversation with Andy, the
Jamaican limo driver, was one
such instance. My wife and | were
driving from a New Jersey hotel
to JFK airport in a private limo
that was arranged for us by a
kind front-desk receptionist who
was pregnant. The receptionist’s
kindness, | thought, was amplified
by her knowledge that my wife
was also pregnant with our first

child, so she used personal connections to ensure the best limo service
for our trip to JFK.

Nouran, my wife, was asleep during the trip to JFK, whereas Andy and |
were discussing a school in East Saint Louis that | read about in a book
by Jonathan Kozol (a famous educator and campaigner for educational
reform in the United States.) When | expressed my astonishment with the
disparity between two public schools in lllinois, the first in East Saint Louis
(the poorest school district in the United States) and another public school
separated by only 150 meters but was one of the richest public schools
in the country, Andy said: “This is a direct result of the Emancipation
Proclamation.”



THE 10 MOST IMPORTANT THINGS!

1- LOVE: The special feeling that makes you feel
all warm and wonderful.

2- RESPECT: Treating others as well as you would
like to be treated.

3- APPRECIATION: To be grateful for all the good
things that life has to offer.

4- HAPPINESS: The full enjoyment of each *

moment. A smiling face!

5- FORGIVENESS: The ability to let things be '51* < .:'

without anger.

6- SHARING: The joy of giving without thought of ¢

receiving.

truth.

7- HONESTY: The quality of always telling the /)

8- INTEGRITY: The purity of doing what’s right, ' - ’

no matter what.

9- COMPASSION: The essence of feeling another’s 7y, % -

pain, while easing their hurt.

10- PEACE: The reward for living the 10 Most

Important Things.




